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Virgin Orbit announces new plans for first Asian spaceport in Oita, Japan

Darrell Etherington@etherington / 12:02 am JST « April 3, 2020

Comment

Virgin Orbit may be focusing its production efforts right now on making ventilators to support healthcare workers
battling COVID-19, but it’s also still making moves to build out the infrastructure that will underpin its small satellite
launch business. To that end, the new space company unveiled a new partnership with Oita Prefecture in Japan

to build a new spaceport there from which to launch and land its horizontal take-off launch vehicle carrier aircraft.
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Working in collaboration with ANA Holdings and the Space Port Japan Association, Virgin Orbit says it is currently
targeting Oita Airport as the site for its next launch site — the first in Asia — with a plan to start flying missions
from the new location as early as 2022.

There are still a number of steps that must take place before the Oita airport becomes official — including
performing a technical study in partnership with local government to determine the feasibility of using the proposed
site. Already, Oita is home to facilities from a number of corporations, including Toshiba, Nippon

Steel, Canon, Sony, Daihatsu and more, but this would marks its first entry into the space industry, an area Oita

is hoping to encourage in the future.

“We are eager to host the first horizontal takeoff and landing spaceport in Japan. We are also honored to be able
to collaborate with brave technology companies solving global-level problems through their small satellites,” said
Katsusada Hirose, governor for the Oita Prefectural Government, in a press release. “We hope to foster a cluster
of space industry in our prefecture, starting with our collaboration with Virgin Orbit.”

Virgin Orbit is looking to scale its efforts globally in a number of ways, even as it gears up for a first demonstration
launch of its orbital small satellite delivery capabilities sometime later this year. The company announced plans to
provide launch services from a forthcoming spaceport facility in Cornwall for the U.K. market, and it’s also looking
at standing up a site in Guam.

The horizontal launch model that Virgin Orbit uses means that it can much more easily leverage traditional airport
infrastructure and processes to set up launch sites, and doing so can provide domestic launch capabilities
essentially on-demand for countries looking to add small satellite flight to their in-country-housed services. That's
a big selling point, and securing Oita should be a considerable win for Japan as the site of a first Virgin Orbit port

across the whole continent.
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